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Title:
Water-Wastewater
Systems Manager
Employer:
Bowling Green
Municipal Utilities
Years in Water
Quality: 34
Why are you a Water Quality
Professional?
When I entered college a few years
ago, I considered my career options.
I became interested in a program at
Western Kentucky University in Environmental Engineering Technology.
The program appealed to me because
it was technical in nature, but also
involved the environment. I had always
been active in a lot of outdoor activities, including hunting and fishing, so
the Environmental Engineering program seemed like a natural fit. Over the
years I have worked with a variety of
people and situations within the water
and wastewater arena. This work has
been extremely satisfying to me because I have worked with good people
on a basic need – clean water.
Continued on page 3
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Microconstituents/Emerging Contaminants (continued from front page)
at either water or wastewater treatment
facilities. This special workshop provides an
overview of the chemistry, occurrence and
regulation of microconstituents.
Also during this session, the practical
application of treatment technologies
will be discussed as it is related to the

management of microconstituents in
water, wastewater and biosolids.
Workshop participants should gain an
understanding of microconstituents with
respect to their physicochemical properties, their occurrence and distribution, and
potential future regulatory implications.
Participants will also learn how various
treatment technologies fit into an overall

programmatic approach to addressing
these emerging pollutants.
This workshop will provide supporting
information to participants on the
challenging issue of addressing
microconstituents and an introduction
of how to investigate the latest
information and technology solutions
to this emerging issue.

National Young Professionals Summit in Louisville Largest YP Summit to Date
As a conclusion to the Summit, YPs mingled
with WEFMAX attendees at a reception at in
the Rathskeller room of the Seelbach Hilton
followed by the final networking event of
the evening at the Louisville Sports and
Social Club. Attendees enjoyed authentic
southern food along with bowling, pool,
and music.

The National Young Professional (YP)
Summit was held in Louisville, Kentucky on
April 14. Over 95 YPs were in attendance
making it the largest YP Summit to date.
Attendees represented some of the best
young talent in the industry from both WEF
and AWWA. “We feel like this room has the
future presidents of AWWA and WEA” said
Diane Crilley of WEF.

The National Summit was planned by a
group of YPs from across the country. The
planning committee was chaired by Sam
Harrison and Kristi Schnell with help from
many of the YPs in the KY/TN Association.
This event was extremely successful and
showcased the talent and quality of our
local section and its YPs.

The Summit started with a reception at the
Frazier Arms Museum where participants
enjoyed an exhibit detailing the history
of the Louisville water Company. Greg
Heitzman welcomed the group to Louisville.
Board members in attendance from KY/
TN WEA included Wes Sydnor, Ron Taylor,
Valerie Lucas, Chris Jones, Paul Maron, Saya
Qualls, and Brad Derrick.

At the conclusion of the reception, participants took at tour of downtown Louisville
sampling the better parts of Kentucky one
establishment at a time. The Bourbon trail
passed through six different venues each
with its unique flavor. Participants were
able to get to know each other in a relaxed
environment which enhanced the free
flow of ideas at the technical portion of
the Summit the following day.
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The technical part of the Summit started
with an introduction by WEF Vice President
Cordell Samuels. Bob Wimmer, who is the
WEF YP Chair, gave a presentation on multigenerational issues in the workplace and
Shari Harley presented “How to Say Anything to Anyone” as the keynote address.
The Summit concluded with remarks by
AWWA President Joe Mantua.


Kentucky Vice President Candidates for 2011-2012

ELECTIONS:

JULY

Calendar of
Events & Meetings

The ballot has been set for the KY-TN WEA Chapter officers for 2010-2011! Pursuant to
the constitution and by-laws of the KY-TN WEA, official ballots will be sent via mail to all
members in good standing. After you receive your ballot, please mail by July 18, 2011 or
bring it with you to the Water Professionals Conference and turn it in at the designated
box by Sunday, July 24, 2011.

JULY 24-27, 2011
KY/TN WPC Annual Conference
Covington, KY | NKY Convention Center

Vice Presidential Candidates:

JULY 25, 2011 | Monday - Room 9
11 AM-12 PM - WEA Pretreatment Cert.
3 - 4 PM - WEA Management Committee
4 - 5 PM - WEA Watershed Committee

JULY 24, 2011 | Sunday
1:30 PM - WEA Board Meeting - Room 2

JULY 26, 2011 | Tuesday
7:00 AM
K
 Y TN WEA Awards Breakfast
Ballroom BC
12:00 PM - KY TN WEA Past President’s
Luncheon - Room 9
4 - 5 PM -  WEA Membership Committee
Room 9

COMMITTEE UPDATE:
Paul Maron

John Steinmetz

Paul Maron graduated from Vanderbilt
University with a degree in Civil Engineering in 1999. He has been employed at
Strand Associates’ Louisville, KY office
since graduation as a project engineer
and manager. Paul’s work has focused
primarily on wet weather issues such as
overflow abatement, I/I control, sewer
rehabilitation, and Clean Water Act
compliance. He is currently the KY
Chair for the KY/TN WEA Management
Committee, the past chair and co-founder
of the Young Professionals Committee,
and has served on or led numerous
conference and event planning efforts
for WEA and AWWA. He is a member of
5S and was the 2007 ASCE Kentucky
Outstanding Young Engineer of the Year.

John Steinmetz is a Senior Associate and
the Lexington, KY office manager for Hazen
and Sawyer, P.S.C. Mr. Steinmetz has 29
years of experience in the water resource
consulting, including the design and
management of a wide range of projects
such as sanitary sewer systems, water distribution systems, hydraulic analyses, storm
water management, pump stations, flood
studies, and environmental permitting.
Prior to joining Hazen and Sawyer,
Mr. Steinmetz was the Chief Operating
Officer for CDP Engineers from 1996–2007.
Mr. Steinmetz is a member of WEF, KY-TN
WEA (Kentucky membership co-chair),
AWWA, ASCE, and KSPE. John is married,
has two teenage sons, and enjoys golf,
boating, and UK sports.

Water Hero
Mike Gardner

What is your biggest achievement as
a water quality professional?
In my first professional job (as a consulting
engineer) I asked one of my supervisors if
he could offer me any advice on my career.
He recommended that I work a variety of
jobs in the public and private sector to find
out what I truly liked to do, and then do
it. I followed this advice and worked as an
operator, a consultant, a regulator, a private
utility operator, and now do what I enjoy
the most, as a utility manager. This background has made me a generalist in the

(continued from front page)

KY-TN Pretreatment
Certification Committee
The KY-TN WEA’s Pretreatment Certification
Committee has put together a full track
of industrial and pretreatment sessions for
the upcoming Water Professionals conference. The industrial/pretreatment sessions
are scheduled for Tuesday, July 24th and
will be held in Meeting Room 6. Topics to
be discussed include treatment of: landfill
leachate wastes, meat processors, de-icing
water impacts, and surfactants. Additional
topics include dental amalgam regulation,
pollutant sources, enforcement case studies,
and hot topics at the State and Federal level.
Back again this year is the pretreatment
trivia session, where you can have the
opportunity to win a variety of prizes.
Come join us.
water and wastewater field and has given
me a broad understanding and appreciation
of the many aspects of this industry.
I believe my greatest achievement is in
developing an understanding of these
many aspects, and using this understanding
to work with the public and other professionals to address needs and to solve water
and wastewater problems. I was blessed
to have been able to serve on the Board
of WEA and look forward to encouraging
the next generation of Water Quality
Professionals.
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2011
Water
Professionals
Conference
Covington, KY
July 24th - 27th 2011
More Information:
http://www.kytnwpc.org

Attendee Registration
Now Open
Click here to register!
Conference Registration Cost
Advanced registration ends on
Friday, July 8th –
On site registration will be available.
Member full conference: $375
Non-member full conference: $425

Who’s Who in KY TN WEA
President
Mike Flynn
President Elect
Leanne Scott, P.E.
Kentucky Vice President
Wesley Sydnor, P.E.
Tennessee Vice President
Robin Fothergill, P.E.
Secretary Treasurer
Donald Blackburn
Past President
Ron Taylor, P.E.
Kentucky Delegate
Timothy Kraus, P.E.
Tennessee Delegate
Saya Qualls, P.E.
Association Manager
Valerie A. Lucas, P.E.

We hope you’ll join us in Covington for the eighth annual Water Professionals Conference
presented by the Kentucky/Tennessee Section of the American Water Works Association
(AWWA) and the Kentucky-Tennessee Water Environment Association (WEA).
Our conference offers:
• NEW THIS YEAR – CEU’s available for tours
• Technical sessions and workshops
covering water, wastewater, management
and regulatory issues
• Opportunity for companies to exhibit
the latest water and wastewater products
and services

• Opportunities for networking with
industry professionals – existing and
potential customers – from Kentucky
and Tennessee
• Largest water and wastewater technical
conference and exhibition in both
Kentucky and Tennessee.

WPC Charity Golf Tournament – Wed. July 27, 2011
Proceeds benefit water industry charities
approved by the KY/TN American Water
Works Association (AWWA) and Water
Environment Association (WEA) boards
When: Shotgun Start @ 8 a.m.
Registration and a Breakfast snack begin
at 7 a.m. Lunch & awards program will
follow the tournament.

Format: Four-Person Scramble
Where: Summit Hills Country Club
236 Dudley Pike, Crestview Hills, KY 41017
Entry Fees: $95/Person or $600/Corporate
Team of 4.
Corporate Team rate includes mulligan fees
and name recognition at conference.

(Click here for more detailed contact info)

Collections
Kentucky Co-Chair
Keith Hicks
Tennessee Co-Chair
George Kurz

Wastewater Technology
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Robert Bates
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Doug Yarosz

Government Affairs
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Mike Apgar
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Chris Provost

Management
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Paul Maron
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Ed Wetzel

Membership
Kentucky Co-Chair:
John Steinmetz
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Chris Jones

Pretreatment Certification
Chair:
Chuck Durham
Asst. Chair:
Jennifer Dodd

Watershed
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Charles Poskas
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Scott Woodard

Young Professionals
Chair: Kristi Schnell
Co-Chair: Andrew Esarey
Communications Chair
Brad Derrick

Have newsletter suggestions? Please email: newsletter@kytnwea.org

2011
Water Professionals
Conference

Exhibit
space is
sold out.
Thank you to
all our exhibitors!
See you in Covington.

