
The holiday season is the perfect time  

of year to reflect on cherished memories, 

friends, and family members in our lives.   

We wanted this edition of the KY TN WEA 

Streamlines to reflect the spirit of the  

season. So in keeping with the season, the  

KY TN WEA board decided to share a little  

bit of ourselves with you, our members.   

We hope you enjoy the reflections, yummy 

recipes, and our favorite things. May you 

and your family have very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year!

Mike Flynn 
President
Holiday Memories

Every year we would go to my grand-
parents (Mom’s side) in Beattyville, 
Kentucky for the Christmas season and 
usually spend 3-4 days. We typically 
had fourteen (14) people in one house.  
Kind of like the Walton’s (it was great).  
It was tradition in our family for one of 
the men to play a prank on one of the 
other men in the family. Needless to 
say, my grandfather was the “king” of 
pranks. Probably the best prank of all 
was on my dad. It was a Christmas that 
we had quite a bit of snow during the holiday season. Two days before Christmas 
my grandfather had slipped out during the night and run a wire from the coil of 
the car to the driver’s side seat so it would make contact with the driver when 
the ignition was turned over. That way who ever got in the car the next morning 
to start it got a “nice” surprise! Of course, we know who that was. You guessed it, 
Dad.  We were all in on the plan and when Dad went to the car  
the next morning to start it for warm-up, we  
were watching out the windows. I don’t  
think Dad knew what hit him when he  
turned the ignition over. It didn’t  
take him long to figure out  
something was wrong!!!   
He was brighter than the  
Christmas tree in the  
house. My grandfather  
got a few choice words  
that Christmas from  
Dad, but we had  
something to talk  
about for several  
years to come.
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Kristi Schnell  
Co-Chair: Young Professionals
OreoTruffles 
1 pkg. (8 oz.) PHILADELPHIA Cream Cheese, softened 
1 pkg.  (1 lb. 2 oz.) OREO Cookies, finely crushed (about 4-1/4 cups), divided 

2 pkg. (8 squares each) BAKER’S Semi-Sweet Chocolate, melted  
MIX cream cheese and 3 cups cookie crumbs until well blended. 

SHAPE into 48 (1-inch) balls. Dip in melted chocolate; place on waxed paper-
covered baking sheet.  
Sprinkle with remaining cookie crumbs. 

REFRIGERATE 1 hour or until firm.  
Store in tightly covered container in refrigerator.

Leanne Scott 
President Elect
Peanut Butter Balls (Buckeyes)

2 cups peanut butter 
¼ cup butter
½ teaspoon vanilla
1 cup coconut (optional)
2 – 2 ½ cups powdered sugar
Chocolate Coating 
2 cups chocolate chips 
¼ block of paraffin wax (or can substitute  
2 tablespoons shortening)

Line a baking sheet with wax or parchment paper.  

Microwave the peanut butter and butter 1 minute or 
just until soft. Stir in the vanilla, coconut  and powdered 
sugar. Roll the dough into 1 inch round balls, place on 
baking sheet and refrigerate until firm.

Melt the chocolate chips and paraffin wax (or shortening) 
over low heat. Stick a toothpick in the peanut butter ball 
and dip into the chocolate coating. Place the dipped 
candy on the baking sheet to set.

For Buckeyes, leave out the coconut and leave  
the top quarter of each ball undipped.

Makes about 40 pieces

Paul Maron 
KY Chair Management Committee
Spiced Rum Eggnog

The best part of the holidays? The food. Especially the stuff you can’t get any 
other time of the year, like eggnog. There are only 36 noggy days a year so you 
have to take advantage of them. Starting with our first Christmas together, 
and almost every year since, my wife (Valerie) and I have tried a different 
home-made eggnog recipe. They’ve all turned out great - probably because 
we’ve had to throw out a few batches before they were done. Timing the 
cooking of the eggs is the hardest part but better than warning your friends 
and family that they may or may not get salmonella poisoning before they 
take a drink. The recipe below is one of my favorites because of the different 
spices you wouldn’t expect. Even though we think the spiced rum is the best 
choice, you can substitute bourbon, or brandy, or whisky. Just remember, 
liquor is a key ingredient to the flavor and without it, eggnog is really just a 
bunch of empty calories.  
Ingredients:
3/4 cup milk
3/4 cup light cream
2 eggs
2 Tbs sugar
3 cloves
2 cardamom pods
A good grating of nutmeg
A dash of cinnamon 
spiced rum

Beat the eggs in a small saucepan with a 
whisk until thick and yellow. Stir in the milk, 
cream and sugar. Add the rest of the spices 
(but NOT the alcohol). Bring to the verge 
of a boil (the liquid at the edges of the pan 
will start to buckle a bit) and then turn the 
heat down as low as you possibly can and 
allow to cook another 2-3 minutes, stirring 
all the while. When the cream and eggs 
coats the back of a spoon with a thick gloss, 
it is done. Pour the eggnog into a strainer 
held over a pitcher and either serve warm 
or cool it off first in the refrigerator. Strain-
ing the eggnog will remove the cardamom 
pods and cloves, and will also remove any 
bits that may have curdled. Curdling will 
happen, don’t just accept it.

Holiday Recipes
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Ron Taylor 
Past President
Best of 2010:

There’s no doubt that 2010 was a memorable year for me.   
This picture of me and Dana was shot on Virgin Gorda in  
the British Virgin Isles during a wonderful seven-day sailing 
adventure in April.  Among our group was Bill Treanor from 
Harpeth Valley U.D. and Chris Plott who currently resides on  
St. Croix, both of whom are members of WEA.  Bill and I were 
quite lucky on the timing of the trip, as just three weeks after 
our return we were hit with the historic May flooding that  
dramatically impacted both our utilities.  Though no one 
would like to repeat that event, the positive side of the  
experience was the teamwork that our utility displayed in 
responding to unprecedented facility damage.  At the same 
time, we were in the final stages of preparation for the 2010 
WPC, and due to the level of organization from a outstanding 
conference planning committee, we were able to actually  
skip the May coordination meeting and still host perhaps  
the best conference yet.

Chuck Durham  
Pretreatment Certification Chair
Best News in 2010: 

My daughter, Morgan, graduated from high school and began 
her college education at Tennessee Tech. Another thing I’m 
happy about is the continued interest and in the Pretreatment 
Certification program,  as well as  the continued support the 
Board gives for this. Thank You to the committee members who 
volunteer many hours towards this effort:

Jennifer Dodd, Larry Moore, Byron Ross, Scott Heflinger 
Jennifer Spradlin, Tracy Nuchols, Jeff Uhler, Mark Hall 
Jason Crawford, Chuck Durham

Robin Fothergill 
TN Vice President
Best News in 2010:

I became a mother to a precious baby girl named Mitra. 
Unique to this event is that we have 4-generations of 
women now (grandmother, mother, myself, and Mitra. Erin Wagoner  

Co Chair – Charitable Contributions Committee
Best News in 2010:

Becoming an Aunt in 2011

The Best Of...



Wesley Sydnor  
KY Vice President
Favorite holiday memories - Getting 
Optimus Prime Transformer for my 7th 
birthday, seeing the kids open presents.

Favorite Christmas Movie - Die Hard

Favorite treat - Chocolate covered  
peanut butter balls.

Chris Jones  
Co-Chair: Membership - Tennessee
Favorite Holiday Quote

“Surprised Eddie?... If I woke up tomorrow with  
my head sewn to the carpet, I wouldn’t be more  
surprised than I am now.”

Brad Derrick 
Communications Chair
Favorite Holiday Memory: Thanksgiving at my grandmother’s house in  
northern Indiana.  Sixty family and friends were there every year.

Favorite story - Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening, Robert Frost

Favorite holiday recipe - Persimmon Pudding (from Thanksgiving in Indiana)

A few of our favorite things...



Donald Blackburn 
Secretary Treasurer
Each year for Christmas, we have the house decorated  
by the day after Thanksgiving.  We call it Decoration Day.  
When our girls were much younger, we would get up that 
morning, put the Bonanza Christmas album on (yes, Ben, 
Hoss and Little Joe made a Christmas album!), and then 
decorate the house for the Holidays.  Over the years, the 
decorations have accumulated and we now start sooner,  
but still have everything done that day so that family and 
friends can come to the house and get the season started 
with Christmas music and cheer.

Everyone should have a train around the tree. Our  
Christmas village has become the North Pole Mountain.  
The mountain village usually has 100 to 140 lit “houses” and 
5 or 6 operating train sets of various gauge sizes.  Of course, 
all of the utilities are represented – the electric with a power 
station and power poles; the water with water towers and 
hydrants; and as an added bonus, I tell the kids who visit 
how many outhouses there are for them to find (yes, it  
even has a sewer system).  The book shelves are decorated 
with Marylynn’s Nativity collection and always draws a lot  
of attention by our visitors, as well.  If you are traveling I-75 
and are passing through Berea, give me a call and come  
see this year’s village.

Valerie Lucas 
Association Manager
I am happy to report that the magic of Santa Claus is alive and 
well at the Lucas house. It is both joyful and bittersweet that 
we will be celebrating our last “Baby’s 1st Christmas”.  In true 
big brother style, my 7-year old son, Nate, requested to write a 
letter to Santa on behalf of his 9-month old brother.  The letter 
read as follows…
                                                    To: Santa
                                                    From: John Trent
                                                    All I want for Christmas is to walk.
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Who’s Who in KY TN WEA
President
Mike Flynn

President Elect
Leanne Scott, P.E.

Kentucky Vice President
Wesley Sydnor, P.E.

Tennessee Vice President
Robin Fothergill, P.E.

Secretary Treasurer
Donald Blackburn

Past President
Ron Taylor, P.E.

Kentucky Delegate
Timothy Kraus, P.E.

Tennessee Delegate
Saya Qualls, P.E.

Association Manager
Valerie A. Lucas, P.E.

Collections
Kentucky Co-Chair
Wesley Sydnor, PE
Tennessee Co-Chair
George Kurz

Government Affairs 
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Mike Apgar
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Chris Provost

Membership
Kentucky Co-Chair:
OPEN
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Chris Jones

Watershed
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Charles Poskas
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Scott Woodard

Wastewater Technology
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Robert Bates
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Doug Yarosz

Management
Kentucky Co-Chair:
Paul Maron
Tennessee Co-Chair:
Ed Wetzel

Pretreatment Certification
Chair:
Chuck Durham
Asst. Chair:
Jennifer Dodd

Young Professionals
Co-Chair:
OPEN
Co-Chair:
Kristi Schnell

(Click here for more detailed contact info)

Have newsletter suggestions? Please email Brad Derrick at: newsletter@kytnwea.org

K E N T U C K Y ~ T E N N E S S E E

~ 2 01 1 ~ 
Water Professionals 

Conference
~ C O V I N G T O N ,  K Y  ~

J U LY  2 4 - 2 7,  2 0 1 1

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  R E S E R V E  Y O U R  H O T E L

Calendar of Events & Meetings
APRIL 14, 2011
YP Summit  
Louisville, KY - Seelbach Hotel
Registration Link
Hotel Reservation Link

JULY 24-27, 2011
KY TN Water Professionals  
Conference  
Covington, KY
Hotel Reservation Link


